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FRIEND OF BEARTOOTH HUMANE ALLIANCE

Happy Holidays
From All Your Friends at BHA
Would you like to help animals in need in Carbon and Stillwater Counties?
Donations may be mailed using the envelope provided or online at beartoothhumane.org.

Paw Prints
The Inside Scoop

Pandemic pet panic headlines were screaming,
“Pets adopted during the pandemic are being
returned in record numbers”. “Everyone wanted
a puppy when the pandemic began, but now
those dogs are being returned.” Take heart
my friends. Statistics show these terrible
headlines are just not true. BHA, like many
rescues and shelters, provide intake and adoption
statistics to Shelter Animals Count, an independent
nonprofit organization that runs The National
Database to collect, aggregate, and analyze data
from animal shelters/rescues across the country.
The June 2021 data shows intakes—the number of
animals entering shelters—are still sharply down
from where they were before the pandemic, while
the adoption rate is up. Nearly 90 percent of
animals entering U.S. shelters are leaving alive, up
from before the pandemic.
But if there is anything to be learned over the last
18 months, nothing is for certain and things can
change rapidly. Will there be an uptick in activity
if families in Carbon and Stillwater Counties lose
their home to eviction? Will animals be left behind
and/or abandoned? Will pets be uncared for as
people return to work?
BHA has tackled many local animal welfare
challenges in the last 14 years. And we are
prepared to meet whatever challenges the next 18
months bring…with your help. We always are
in need of foster homes to provide care for dogs
and cats awaiting their new home. And we always
need adopters to open their hearts and homes to
furry friends who suddenly find themselves without
a home. We offer trial adoptions just so you are
certain you have found the love of your life. But
if you’re not feeling the chemistry, that special pet
is always welcome back to BHA! And lastly, your
financial support makes our life saving and life
changing success possible.
We have been so blessed by your friendship, your
caring support, the gift of your time and your words
of encouragement over the last fourteen years. It is
because of your loyal support that we are able to
remain responsive and nimble in our programming
to make life better for all the animals who make
our lives richer. The BHA Board and Staff send
you our sincere best wishes for a magically joyous
holiday season and all the best in 2022!

Diane

DIANE ZOOK,
PRESIDENT
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Old George Hits the Jackpot
When George was found wandering in an alley in
Columbus last year he looked as if his last hour had
come. He was thin and lethargic, and his eyes were
matted with discharge. The animal control officer who
found him figured he had been a stray for years, but
this old black cat didn’t behave like one. He leaned
in to be petted and wasn’t afraid of people. After a
search for owners came up empty, the officer called
BHA, and, hoping the cat would find a forever home,
gave him over to our care. He was given the name
George.

along well with Ray’s
other cat Alley, also
a senior. On his good
days, George played
with string and chased
a laser pointer around.
On his not so good
days, he posted up
on a blanket on Ray’s
sofa in the sunshine.
Ray is known in his
neighborhood
for
his catnip patch, and
George loved to
indulge in the fragrant
herb, which improved
his spirits as well.

George was very frail and after a veterinary exam,
it was determined that he was at least 15 years old.
Tooth decay kept him from being able to eat hard
food, so when he was given a can of wet food, he
hungrily wolfed it down, and looked up with grateful
eyes. George spent his first few weeks with a foster
family who took him on walks and for ice cream. His In early November, George stopped eating, and Ray had
health improved and so did his zest for life.
a feeling George was ready to say goodbye. With the
assistance of the staff at Grizzly Peak Animal Hospital,
George was eventually placed with Ray Masters, a George died peacefully in Ray’s arms. We don’t know
retiree in Red Lodge. George bonded with Ray almost what his life was like before, but George’s last days were
right away, and after about a month fostering George, full of love, kindness – and catnip.
Ray called and said, “Take him off the list. He’s staying
right here with me.”
BHA is always in need of fosters who can care for cats of
all ages. If you’d like to care for a cat while they wait for
Ray’s quiet lifestyle and gentle nature was a perfect their forever home, please call 406-446-3500. Fosters
fit for George, and, being a gentleman, George got homes are needed in both Carbon and Stillwater counties.

BHA Impact Report
At this time each year, we like to tell you
just what BHA has accomplished for the
animals in Carbon and Stillwater Counties
during the year. As the only companion
animal welfare organization in these
counties, helping animals is at the heart of
everything we do but we can’t accomplish
our mission without helping people, too.
BHA receives no municipal, county, or
state funding and is supported solely by
volunteers, community donations, and
fundraising efforts. We wish to thank you
for sharing in our accomplishments and
believing in our mission!

The BHA representatives were friendly
and knowledgeable, the program was
well planned and it was a great idea
to combine caring for animals with
respect and caring for humans.
- praise for BHA’s Humane
Education Program from Molt
School educators.

FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 2021 - NOVEMBER 25, 2021
ADOPTIONS
Cats ........................................................................................................60
Dogs........................................................................................................... 16
Barn Cats....................................................................................................36
Other............................................................................................................. 4
NUMBER OF BARN CATS SPAYED/NEUTERED
(Carbon County)......................................................................................138
(Stillwater County)......................................................................................79
Number of Low-Cost Spay/Neuter Vouchers Issued..............................70
Number of Volunteer Hours.................................................................... 499
Number of Dog/Cat Foster Care Hours...........................................14,712
Number of Pounds of Pet Food Delivered to
Three County Food Banks ................................................................ 5,952

Fun Run Giving
Exceeds Expectations
We’re simply overwhelmed by your
generosity! This year, the annual Fun Run for
Charities shattered all previous years’ giving by bringing in $26,166.70.
These funds will be used to help homeless animals, support our spay/
neuter programs, feed hungry pets, and spread lessons of compassions
and kindness through our humane education programs. Thank you for
trusting us once again as we do this important work and thank you for
your thoughtful gift. We’re excited to see where 2022 takes us!

Foster Spotlight: Delany Hedrick
After an overseas work assignment
ended, Delany Hedrick, found
herself at home in Red Lodge with
time on her hands and the need
for a little company, so she called
BHA and offered to be a foster. It
wasn’t long before she was caring
for orphaned kittens, and now her
life is anything but boring!
Her most recent charges were
Wit, Zena and Piper, three skinny
kittens who found plenty to eat
and lots of love from Delany. She
loves watching her kittens learn
to navigate life. It’s always an
adventure getting to know the
neighbor’s dog and exploring the
back yard for the first time. She
loves the snuggles, and when the

kittens get the “zoomies” and race
around the house.
“It’s so wonderful, waking up
and finding a kitten next to you,”
Delany said.
It is difficult seeing the kittens leave
as they find forever homes, but
there’s joy in that as well, Delany
said, and everyone in the family is
learning to adapt in positive ways,
including their two older cats Tod
and Copper, who are very tolerant
of the kittens.
Have you ever considered
becoming a foster for BHA?
Delany says, “Go for it!”

Alliance Alumni
Uno

With encouragement of
family and friends, after
losing my precious cat,
Jasper, I decided to call
Beartooth Humane Alliance
to adopt a kitten. Thanks to
Becci Larson (BHA’s Animal
Services Coordinator) and
her wonderful help. She sent
me a picture of Uno, a male
kitten who was found alone in a barn and then nursed
back to health. I knew at once that Uno and I found
each other! Now my family has grown with a beautiful,
fuzzy tabby kitten who runs around in a flash, cuddles
often, and looks in my eyes as if to say, “I found you!”
Thank you, BHA, for sending Uno my way. He returns
all the love I could have ever asked for.
Gerianne Zagoric,
Red Lodge

Josie
Josie is settled in and Queen
of our castle. It took her
about a day and a half to
come out from her safe zone
under the couch. I didn’t

have to do any coaxing, I just let her get comfortable
on her terms. It’s been 13 years since I’ve had a
pet, and I could not be more thrilled with my new 4
legged friend! She’s extremely talkative, chirps like a
bird, we have some great conversations! She loves
to play fetch with her bird and her bell balls, and it is
mind blowing how smart she is. Suffice to say she’s
stolen my heart! Thank you BHA!
Seana Knox, Red Lodge, MT

Lily
Lily has brought so much
joy to me and my family.
She is a spunky, lovable,
fur baby sweetheart! Lily
is very active and likes
to play with her purple
mouse and take it all over
the house on her journeys.
Lily plays hard and really
does like to entertain herself so much that she needs
many cat naps during the day. She sleeps with her
cat mom at night and has the sweetest purr you could
ever imagine. We are so blessed to have Lily join our
family. We all love her so much already. Thank you,
Beartooth Humane Alliance for all you do!
Tammy Jager, Red Lodge

Would You Consider
Being a Foster?
Beartooth Humane Alliance does not operate a
shelter. Instead, we rely on a network of foster
homes to provide care for cats and dogs until
suitable homes for them can be found. Fosters
open their hearts and homes and BHA provides
food and all the other necessities needed to
care for the animals as well as a small daily
stipend.
People have many reasons why they choose
to become fosters. For some, it is a way to try
pet ownership without a long-term commitment,
and since fostering is flexible, many people
who like to travel enjoy fostering when they are
home. Fostering can ease the sense of loss after
a pet or loved one has died.
No matter what brings people to our “foster
family” they all agree: it is one of the most
rewarding things they do!
BHA is in need of additional foster homes for
cats, kittens, and, occasionally, dogs. If you are
interested in joining our foster family, please
call 406-446-3500 or visit the BHA website
at beartoothhumane.org. Foster homes are
needed in both Carbon and Stillwater counties.

Nacho’s Adoption Story
Hi, my name is Kodi and for my tenth birthday
I got a very cute kitten and his name is Nacho.
Nacho has been in our family for 2 months and
we all love him very, very much. Nacho and I
love to sleep together and watch our favorite
tv show together. And surprisingly Nacho gets
along with the our dogs especially our biggest
dog, they like to cuddle close to each other. I
put together a box
with a hole he can
jump through and
he loves to play in
it, he takes his toys
in there and will
play in it for hours.
I am so glad that I
got Nacho for my
tenth birthday.
Kodi Sweeney
Red Lodge

Special Thanks to Special People

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
FOR BINGO FUNDRAISERS
TO HELP THE ANIMALS!

• Golden Heart Charitable Fund for their generous and ongoing support of our spay/neuter programs.
• Cruisin Red Lodge for honoring BHA with a $1,000 gift from the proceeds of their highly successful
December 19,
and fun summer drag races!
January 30, February 27,
• City Brew and Beartooth Market for donating gift certificates for bingo prizes.
March 27, April 24,
• Carbon County Commission for $500 for the purchase of rabies vaccinations.
• Tera Reynolds, Coal Creek Realty, for sponsoring the Carbon County News Adoption Corner for so
May 22, June 26
many years. Tera’s generous sponsorship has helped to rehome many, many pets!
• PetFinder Foundation for $600 for the
Red Lodge Elks Club, 1-4 p.m.
lifesaving surgery for Oscar, the cat.
• To all the merchants located in Carbon
and Stillwater Counties who display our
coin collection boxes on their counter
An Honor, Tribute or Memorial gift is a wonderful way to celebrate the special people, pets and events
– every penny helps!
in your life – and give the gift of life for animals in need. An acknowledgment will be sent to whomever

Our Mission
Beartooth Humane Alliance assists the
people and animals of Carbon and Stillwater
Counties, Montana, by helping companion
animals in need, promoting responsible
animal care through education, providing
solutions to dog and cat overpopulation,
and serving as an animal welfare resource.

PO Box 2333 | Red Lodge, MT 59068
(406) 446-3500
www.beartoothhumane.org
info@beartoothhumane.org

you ask us to notify. The following memorial and tribute gifts were received between July 26, 2021 to
November 25, 2021.
Jerry Swanson
"Mr. Pops"
Harvey
and
Eileen
Roemmich
Lauranne Bergh
IN MEMORY OF
Wally Zook
"Peanut" Richards
Pits DeArmond
Diane Zook
Terry J. Perkins
Cara and Jim Kisthard
"Baxter" Boleman
"Polo" Hale
Loren and Laurie Haugen
Tracey and Kelly Hale
Craig Boleman
Sue DeWitt
"Dutch" Scheuring
"Thelma"
Melvin and Rose Miller
Jack Exley and Cathie Osmun
Joni Bell
Athena Drobny
"Jazz" Zook
"Trooper" Hess
Dan Drobny
Joni Bell
Jeffrey and Susan Hess
Brian and Sharon Roat
Mike and Becky Goodman
Michael Taylor
Terry and Bonnie McKown
Tamara Iwerks
Steve and Theresa Morgan
Wish List
Betty Iwerks
Diane Zook
q Foster homes for adult cats/dogs
Debra and John Adair
"Lira" Hale
q
1 and 2 gallon-size plastic bags
Lily Krudener
Craig Boleman
for packaging pet food
Jack Exley and Cathie Osmun
"Mango" Mike
Dick Simmons
Clair Baca
q Homes for barn cats
Harvey and Eileen Roemmich
Elizabeth Maw
q Dry cat food
q Humane traps
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